 Message




Open Up To Grow Up!  The 1st in the series




Why He Told This Story – a discussion of certain parables of Jesus
The Parable of the Sower – Matthew 13: 3-9,18-24


Introduction

    

A.
Video: The Bible


B.
Fact: Jesus told the Sower story for us to evaluate our attitudes about God’s 






Word.

     

1.
Insight: The farmer represents God.  context

     

2.
Insight: The seed represents God’s Word.   vs. 11
     

3. 
Insight: The different soils represent our responses to God Word. vs. 11-15 


The point:  Jesus tells this story to convince you to OPEN up to God’s Word 




 so that you might GROW up spiritually.  



Override your pride and arrogance. 

    


1.
Parable:  The hard soil represents an “I know better” attitude.

     

2
Warning:  A hard heart can’t grow spiritually because of pride.  v. 12     

     

3
Encouragement: Govern your pride with your humility.  Jam. 1: 22



Put down all your superficial responses to God.

    


1.
Parable: The rocky soil represents our surface responses to God.

    


2.
Warning:  A shallow heart can’t produce because of its focus on trivia. v. 13



3
Encouragement:  Root yourself in God’s truth. 
Jn 17:17


Eliminate all your distractions.




1.
Parable:  The weedy soil represents living life with wrong priorities.

      

2
Warning: 
 A busy heart can’t grow because of its pursuit of things . v. 14
      

3.
 Encouragement: Organize to make God your first concern.   Matt 6:33
  

Never fail to act upon what God’s Word says.

     

1.
Parable:  The good soil represents a teachable and compliant attitude.




2
Blessing:  A receptive heart produces Christ-like character in us




3
Encouragement:  Work on your measures of obedience.  Jam. 1:22

Prayer
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