Forgiven to Be Forgiving - the 6th in the series
Why He Told This Story – a discussion of certain parables of Jesus
The Parable of The Unmerciful Servant - Matthew 18: 21-35
Introduction

A.
Question: “Why forgive?” - a question asked all the time.

B.
Answer:  The story of the Unmerciful Servant talks about 





why we are to forgive and how to do it.
Jesus told this story to teach that the forgiven become forgiving.

A.
Jesus confronts the listener about the critical condition of all people. vs. 23-25



1.
Problem: We owe God because of our sin. Matt. 5:48; Rom. 14: 12   




2.
Problem: We can’t pay what we owe because we’re imperfect. Is. 64:6 



3.
Problem: We’re subject to punishment under God’s law.   Rom. 1:18
B.
Jesus comforts the listener through the pity shown by the master.  v. 27




1.
Solution:
God cancels the debt of sin through Jesus’ death. Is 40:2,53: 5



2.
Insight: Only those who receive Jesus receive forgiveness. 

C.
Jesus commands the listener to forgive. . .   

 


1.
Reason 1: Because He has forgiven us.  vs. 27





a.
Insight:  When we feel unforgiven, we tend to be unforgiving.  v. 28





b.
Encouragement:  Once forgiven, let’s forgive ourselves.
  


2. 
Reason 2: Because unresolved sin makes us miserable.  vs. 32-34





a.
Insight: We forgive others for the purpose of our own healing.





b.
Encouragement: Let’s take people’s sins against us and give them to God.

 


3.
Reason 3: Because we are to imitate Jesus.  vs. 35






a.
Insight: Our forgiveness of others is to be never ending. v. 21-22 





b.
Encouragement: Let’s follow His example of unlimited forgiveness.

Conclusion
A.
Application: Here is how you might begin to forgive others right now.





1.
Suggestion 1: Admit that you are hurt.





2.
Suggestion 2: Name those people you need to forgive.

a.
I am blaming _____________________________ for my problems.






b.
I am bitter toward ___________ because of what was done to me.





3.
Suggestion 3:
Release them and your hurt to God.





4.
Suggestion 4: Allow the peace of Christ to rule your heart.

B.
 Prayer
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