The Message




A Faith That Finally Pleases God - the 5th in the series

Why He Told This Story – a discussion of certain parables of Jesus
The Pharisee and the Tax Collector (Luke 18: 9-14)
Introduction


A.
Fact: Sometimes we miss the obvious! 


B.
Fact: In the story of the Pharisee and the tax collector both men have faith.



1.
Insight: One man is blessed; the other man is cursed. 



2.
Insight: The difference between the two men is in what 




  
   and in whom each one put his faith.

The point:  Jesus told this story to point out the wrong way




 and point to the only way to please God.


A.
In the Pharisee, Jesus warns us of faith that fails to please God.



1.
Insight: The Pharisee’s attitude shows us perils of self-righteousness. 




a.
Warning: It creates a false sense of self-sufficiency. 




b.
Warning: It blinds a person to their own faults. 
 



2.
Application: Do not have faith in yourself to earn your salvation. Matt 5: 48

B.
In the tax collector, Jesus reveals to us a faith that does please God.



1.
Insight: The tax collector’s attitude reveals a faith that saves.

. 


a.
Implication: He feels unworthy and overburdened by his spiritual condition. 




b.
Implication: He realizes there is nothing he can do to save himself.



2.
Application:  
Have a faith that relies on Jesus’ actions 







to earn your salvation. Eph. 1:4 (LB); 2:10

Prayer 
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