Message




  Take These Steps Against Envy!
The 3rd in the series




Why He Told This Story – a discussion of certain parables of Jesus




The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard (Matthew. 20: 1-16)

Introduction

A. Video: a scene from Despicable Me - 2010

1.
Insight: Envy is taking exception to the goodness God has shown others 





  while ignoring the goodness He as shown to you. 




2.
Fact: Envy is like leaven that raises your sinful nature to higher activity. Jam. 3:16


B.
The point:  Jesus tells this story to help you fight against envy.  v.1

When envious, Jesus says, “Take these STEPS:”  Matt. 20:1-16



Stop comparing yourself to others.    Matt. 20:9-10a (Msg); 2 Cor. 10:2





1.
Warning:  Envy leads to pride, discouragement, or a self-image problem.





2.  Encouragement: Think about and appreciate what you have. 


Thank God for what you do have.   Matt. 20:10; 1 Cor. 4:7b-8a (Msg);  Eccl. 6:9



1.
Warning:   Envy comes often in the areas of life you’re most interested in.



2.  Encouragement:  Remember that God gives you all that you need.


Express your joy for other people’s good fortunes. Matt. 20:11; Rom 12:15 




1.
Warning: Envy causes you to wrongly love things and use people. 




2.  Encouragement:  Focus on the joy others have received from their blessings. 


Put your trust in God when life seems unfair. Matt. 20:12-13; Eph 4;1; Rom. 8:28


1.
Warning: Envy means you are doubting God’s love for you.



2.  Encouragement: View God’s will in your life as an expression of His love.



Stay focused on God’s plan for your life. Matt. 20:14; Heb. 12:1; Col 1:16




1.
Warning:   Envy gets you stuck on the past. 





2.
Encouragement:
Find joy in living a purpose-driven life. 


Prayer
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