
Message




  Don’t Give Up; Look Up!
The 2nd in the series




Why He Told This Story – a discussion of certain parables of Jesus
The Parable of the Persistent Widow - Luke 18:1-8


Introduction

    

A.
Video: A scene from Raising Helen



B.
Insight:  Jesus told the story of the widow and the judge because




  

   He knew we can easily get discouraged about prayer.  Like 18: 1-8



1.
Insight:
This is a parable of contrast; God is not like the judge.




2.
The point:  Jesus tells this story to persuade us to never give up on prayer.  v.1
Be like the widow: PUSH!  (Pray Until Something Happens)



Pour out all your concerns to God.  v. 3a



1.
Attitude check: Do you pray out of duty or need? 









2.
Encouragement: 
Put yourself out there: be real with God 










Utter prayers to ask that God’s will is done. v. 3b



1.
Attitude check:  Do you look for your or God’s answers in your prayers? 




2.
Action:  Understand that answers come from God’s viewpoint. Is. 55:8-9

Stay determined.   vs. 4-5



1.
Attitude check:  Are you apathetic or resolute in your prayers? 








2.
Action:  Seek to see the answers God gives you.  I Jn. 5:14-15



Hold to your knowledge of God.  vs.  6-8; Ps. 33:4



1.
Attitude check:  Do you focus on God or on your circumstances or needs?




2.
Action:  Have faith in Him and His timing!   2 Cor. 12:7-9; Ps. 27:14


Prayer
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