Let Your Life Shine

Matthew 5:14-16

Introduction          Isaiah 5:20     Matthew 5:14-16

I. What does light do?

A.  It gets rid of darkness.      2 Corinthians 6:14

                  B.  It reveals what is hidden.   John 3:20

                  C.  It provides guidance.    Psalm 119:105

D. It gives warmth and comfort.  
II. Where does light come from?

A.  Jesus Christ     1 John 1:5-7

B.  Satan    2 Corinthians 11:14

            

C.  How do we know the difference?    John 1:1-9

III. How do we shine the light?    Matthew 5:14-16
A. We determine not to be hidden.
B. We identify areas of darkness.
C. We bring the truth to bear on the situation.
D. We watch God work.
Conclusion     Isaiah 9:2

Prayer

Words of Beginning           

Elder:
We gather in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
People
Who shows us His unconditional and undeserved love.
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Words of Praise

   Psalm 46
Elder:
The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

People:
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.

Elder:
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging.

People:
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.

Elder:
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells. God is within her; she will not fall; 

People:
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.

Elder:
God will help her at break of day. Nations are in uproar; kingdoms fall; He lifts His voice; the earth melts.

People:
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.

Elder:
The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.  

People:
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.

[image: image2.wmf]Elder: 
Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.  


People:
 God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.


[image: image3.wmf]Response of Praise
              You Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower   

[image: image4.wmf]You will I love, my strength, my tower; You will I love, my hope, my joy.  You will I love with all my power, with fervor time cannot destroy.  You will I love, O Light divine, so long as life is mine.  

You will I love, my life, my Savior; You are my best, my truest friend. You will I love and praise forever, for never shall Your kindness end.  Your love for me casts out my fear; You are my Savior dear.  

You will I love, my crown of gladness. You will I love,  my God and Lord, within the darkest depths of sadness, and not for hope of high reward-for Your own sake. O Light divine, so long as life is mine! 


Prayer is spoken by the pastor


R E F L E C T   U P O N   H I S    W O R D

Lesson    


2 Cor. 4: 1-3, 6-11 
CEV
Paul writes this about our role in the great commission: God has been kind enough to trust us with this work. That's why we never give up. We don't do shameful things that must be kept secret. And we don't try to fool anyone or twist God's message around. God is our witness that we speak only the truth, so others will be sure that we can be trusted. 

The Scriptures say, "God commanded light to shine in the dark." Now God is shining in our hearts to let you know that His glory is seen in Jesus Christ.  We are like clay jars in which this treasure is stored. The real power comes from God and not from us. We often suffer, but we are never crushed. Even when we don't know what to do, we never give up. In times of trouble, God is with us, and when we are knocked down, we get up again. We face death every day because of Jesus. Our bodies show what His death was like, so that His life can also be seen in us. 

Anthem

Lesson     



Matthew 5: 13-16  





see screen
Hymn for the Word 
Lord, the Light of Your Love




Lord, the Light of Your Love

Lord, the light of Your love is shining in the midst of the darkness shining; Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us. Set us free by the truth You now bring us.  Shine on me; shine on me. 
Shine, Jesus, shine; fill this land with the Father's glory; blaze, Spirit, blaze; set our hearts on fire. Flow, river, flow; flood the nation with grace and mercy. Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light.

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness, so our faces display Your likeness. Ever changing from glory to  glory, mirror'd here may our lives tell Your story.  

Shine on me; shine on me.  Shine, Jesus, shine; fill  this land with the Father's glory; blaze, Spirit, blaze; set our hearts on fire. Flow, river, flow; flood the nation with grace and mercy. Send forth Your Word, Lord, and let there be light.                    
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