Realizing that I‘m Not God; Step 1 
to ON THE ROAD TO RECOVERY

Introduction



A
Video:  A scene from Because of Winn Dixie 



B
Focus:   We are in a series to learn how to get control of things 





   that are out of control in our lives.



1.
Question: 
  Which of your destructive behaviors do you want to change?




2.
Insight:  The steps to recovery are the same.


The first step in R.E.C.O.V.E.R.Y calls upon us to…



Realize I'm not God. I admit I am powerless to control my natural tendency to do


the wrong thing. I am out of control. My life is unmanageable. I am seeking help!


A.  Fact:  Realize our struggles are caused by our playing God.

    


1. Problem: 
We are denying our humanity - our sinful nature. Rom 7 (last week)
    


2. Insight: 
We try to control our image, problems, pain and other people.
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B.  Fact:  Recognize that there are consequences to playing God.    

    


1.  Insight:  We are filled with fear.   Gen 3: 10






   We live with endless frustration.  Rom. 7: 21-23






   We endure much fatigue   Ps. 32:3






   We will fail. Pr. 28: 13 

      

2.  Insight:  We will never seek change until the pain of our condition 

              
        
    is greater than the pain involved in change. 



C. Fact:  Reach the point of saying “I am not God” and live like we mean it. 

    


1.  Insight:  We are powerless to change our past, control other people, 

              


   and correct our faults.




2. 
Fact:
 We need a source of power beyond self; we need God's power.

        


a. Good News:  God gives the power to change, control, and correct. Jam. 4:6
       
 

b. Insight:  Taking this first step of R.E.C.O.V.E.R.Y 







   is often the hardest step of all!


Prayer
Words of Beginning.         
Elder:
We are here in the name of God the Father. 
He is our strength in our weakness.
People:
“God is …an ever-present help in time of trouble.” Ps 46:10

[image: image2.wmf]Elder:
We are here in the name of God the Son. 
He offers us His grace, which is sufficient for us.

People:
“Call on Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you.” Ps.50
Elder:
We are here in the name of God the Holy Spirit.


He gives us power to live and believe.

People:
“When the Spirit of truth comes, 
He will guide you into all truth.” Jn. 16:13
Elder:
The fullness of God is at work in us. 
He has become our hope and salvation!  
People
For with the Lord is unfailing love and full redemption.  Ps 130:7
Elder:
We are here to worship the fullness of God; let us give Him our praise.


Response of Praise


Glory Be to God the Father
[image: image3.wmf]Glory be to God the Father; glory be to God the Son; glory be to God the Spirit, great Jehovah, Three in one!  Glory, glory while eternal ages run!

Glory be to Him who loved us, washed us from each spot and stain; glory be to Him who bought us, made us kings with Him to reign!  Glory, glory to the Lamb that once was slain!

Glory, blessing, praise eternal!  Thus the choir of angels sings,  honor, riches, pow’r, dominion!  Thus its praise creation brings.  Glory, glory, glory to the King of kings!

Prayer is spoken by the Pastor 

L I S T E N   T O   H I S    W O R D
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Lesson    James 4:6b - 10 (NIV) 

Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and He will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will lift you up. 
[image: image5.wmf]Jesus speaks 
  John 8:31-43 (TEV)   (please see screen)
So Jesus said to those who believed in Him, "If you obey My teaching, you are really My disciples; you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."  "We are the descendants of Abraham," they answered, "and we have never been anybody's slaves. What do you mean, then, by saying, 'You will be free'?" 

Jesus said to them, "I am telling you the truth: everyone who sins is a slave of sin. A slave does not belong to a family permanently, but a son belongs there forever. If the Son sets you free, then you will be really free. I know you are Abraham's descendants. Yet you are trying to kill Me, because you will not accept My teaching. I talk about what My Father has shown me, but you do what your father has told you." They answered Him, "Our father is Abraham." "If you really were Abraham's children," Jesus replied, "you would do the same things that he did.  All I have ever done is to tell you the truth I heard from God, yet you are trying to kill Me. Abraham did nothing like this!  You are doing what your father did." "God himself is the only Father we have," they answered, "and we are His true children." 

Jesus said to them, "If God really were your Father, you would love Me, because I came from God and now I am here. I did not come on My own authority, but He sent me.  Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to listen to My message.” 
Hymn for the Word                              More Than Survivors
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We are more than just survivors. We are thriving as we climb toward the summit of a journey charted by the Lord’s design. Daily choices ease the burden as we eye the prize ahead, looking unto Jesus for the grace to face the fears we dread.

We are more than just survivors as we live as strangers here. Even though we sojourn onward, we know God is always near. He will guide us while we travel toward the place our hearts call home. We have reason to be hopeful, learning lessons as we roam.

We are more than just survivors while we’re building sacred walls to protect our fragile souls from hurried lives that harm God’s call. Axing excess, we are freed from obstacles that weigh us down. Focusing our eyes on Jesus, we’ll receive the victor’s crown. 


















� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���


















6


































  


2




                                                                                  5

_1237274948.doc



