Message

Focus upon What Matter Most – the 2nd 





in the series NEW YEAR NECESSITIES


Introduction



A.
Video clip:  A scene from Evan Almighty




B.
Jesus said:  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and 






  strength. And love your neighbor as yourself. There are no 






  commands more important than these.  Mk 12:30-31 (NCV)  




1.
Fact:   Jesus says that the number one goal for every believer 






ought to be love for God and all people.  



2. 
Insight:  Without love, nothing we say, know, believe, 





   
   give, or accomplish will matter. 1 Cor. 13:1-3 
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God’s Word says that…



A.
Truth 1: Love is the best use of your life. 1 Cor. 16:14 (NLT)



1.
Fact:  
Love validates your faith.  1 Jn. 4:8 (NIV); 1 Jn. 4:20 (TLB)
  


2.
Fact:  
Love integrates your life. Col. 3:14 (CEV); Rom. 13:10 (NIV)



3.
Fact:  
Love compensates for all sin.  1 Pt. 4:8



4.  Fact:  Love reverberates forever. 1 Cor. 13:13 (NCV) 



B.
Truth 2: Love is seen in the way, time, and energy you give. 1 Jn. 3:18 (GW) 




1.
Insight:  Time is best given by paying attention to those we love.




2.
Insight:  One of the great sacrifices involved in love is time. Eph. 5:2 (NLT)


C.
Truth 3:  Love is energized by our focus on God. v.8; Jer. 31:3; (NIV) Eph. 3:19 (NIV)



1.
Insight:  God understands that your ability to love has limits.



2. Encouragement: Take steps to be more in step with God; it’s empowering.
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