Electing to be a Man on the Defense– the 6th
in the series LOOKING INTO THE MIRROR

Introduction


A.
 Video:
Hang In There, Dad!



B
Question: 
Why do some families fall apart in crisis while others don't?



1
Answer: According to the parable, the answer is found in the foundation.  



2.
Scripture:

Everyone who hears these words of Mine and puts them into







practice is like the wise man who built his house upon the rock...







it did not fall. Mt 7:24-55

The parable says, defend your family by building on ROCK!



Reinforce the home against the rains of culture.




1.  Fact: There are forces in our culture eroding the foundation:


a.
The voices that say there are no absolutes;


b.  The insatiable drive to get more and more;


c.  The deep need for self-fulfillment  and self-gratification.

 


2.  Defense: 
Inspect your family’s foundation by the standards of God's Word

 
  
but then strengthen it by doing what God’s Word says.  Heb. 4:12


Organize the home against the flood of adversity. 



1. 
Fact: 
The greatest tests to the family come through trials.




2. 
Defense: ACT upon God's promises. Is 43:1-2

Acknowledge God's plan.





Consider God's presence.





Trust in God's protection.


Construct the home with winds of change in mind.




1.   Fact:  Family life is not static; it is always dynamic.




2.  Defense: Use change as an opportunity for character growth. Phil. 4:3


Keep Jesus in first place at home.  




1.
Fact:  “A god is that to which we look for the highest good in our lives.” M..Luther 




2.
Defense: 
Make sure that the family is Christ - driven. I Cor. 3: 10
Prayer

