The Message


I Forgive You Because of God - the 11th 








in the series LEAVING A LASTING LEGACY

Introduction




A.
Refection:  A scene from the movie Pay It Forward



1.
Fact: 
Forgiving others who sin against us is a huge challenge!




2.
Fact: 
So please remember, forgiveness of others is not…




a.
Conditional.





b.
Minimizing the seriousness of the offense.





c.
Resuming a relationship without changes.





d.
Forgetting what has happened.

B. 
Scripture:   Rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind… because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow... "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." When they hurled their insults at Him, He did not retaliate; when He suffered, He made no threats. Instead, He entrusted himself to Him who judges justly.  He himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness…  2 Pt. 2:1, 20-24

Peter says because of GOD we are to… 
Give God their sin. 
2 Pt. 2:22; Lk. 23:34





1.
Insight:  Holding on to what people have done to you continues to hurt you.



2.
Encouragement: Focus upon the grace you have received. 

Oppose all forms of sinful reposes   Pt. 2:1, 21; Rms. 12:19 (LB); Lk. 23:34



1.
Fact: Forgiveness is not an act of fairness.  




2
Encouragement: Trust God to deal with unrighteousness in His wise way.



Do what’s good for them.  2 Pt. 2:24; Lk. 6:27-28




1.
Fact: 
Forgiveness sets a new and godly direction.

2.
Encouragement:  Respond to what you feel with goodness. 


Prayer
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