Keep Your Guard Up!
- the 18th
in the series HOPE TO COPE
I Peter 5: 8-11

Introduction


A.
Video:  Stay Alert


B.
Scripture: 
Keep a cool head. Stay alert. The devil is poised to pounce 







and would like nothing better than to catch you napping. 








Keep your 
guard up… I Peter 5: 8-11


1.
Fact:
Satan opposes all that God seeks to do in you.
 Jn. 10:10


2
Fact:
Satan’s goal is to destroy the life of God in you.  Jn. 10:10
Let’s consider how to “keep your GUARD up”.

Get to know your enemy.  v. 8


1.
Fact:  Satan is a spiritual being who rebelled against God. Ex. 28; Is 14


2.
Fact:  Satan is a spiritual being who has limited power.  Rom. 7 


Understand his tactics.  v. 8



1.
Strategy:  He tempts us where we are most vulnerable. Lk. 4: 13



2.
Strategy:  He tries to deceive us with lies and distortion.  Jn. 8:44; Gen. 3 



3.
Strategy:  He accuses us in order to discourage and humiliate us. Zech. 3:1


Address your failures.  v.  9-10


1. 
Insight:  Believe it or not, guilt can be good. 2 Cor. 10:7


2.
Insight:  Believe it or not, all guilt is resolved by Jesus.  1 Peter 1:2 TEV 




Resist His attacks with truth.  v. 9-10



1. Need:  Seek the truth to protect your heart and mind.  Ps. 119:2



2. Need:  Use the truth to score victories . Matt 4: 1-9

Depend upon the Lord.  v. 11


1.
Fact: 
Self-control flows out of submission to God’s control.  Gal 5:16


2.
Fact:
God secures for you ultimate victory. Rom 8:37


Prayer

