Enduring Faith Trials
- the 15th
in the series HOPE TO COPE
I Peter 4:12-19


Introduction



A.
Video: A scene from Bruce Almighty



B
Question: What is your attitude toward God when you suffer? 




1.
Truth:  Faith is fully tested in suffering.  1 Peter 1:7 



2.
Truth:  sometimes your responses to your trouble






 only make your situation worse.



Peter offers few encouragements to help you COPE with your suffering.


A.
Realize that and everyone else suffers.  I Peter 4:12



1.
Insight:  The Bible says that bad things happen to you because





a.
You live in an imperfect world.  Gen 3





b.
You make bad choices.  I Peter 4:3 





c.
You are a follower of Christ.  Jn.  15:20




2.
Encouragement:  Concentrate on a Godly view of suffering. I Pt 1:6(GW)


B.
 Rejoice when you suffer.  1 Peter 4:13a



1.
Insight: Your suffering ought to bring you closer to Christ. 1 Peter 4:13b






Your suffering can be a testimony for Christ.  1 Pt 4: 14 NCV



2.
Encouragement:  Observe the blessings your suffering brings.


C.
Refuse to be ashamed. 1 Peter 4:16



1.
Insight: You don’t need people’s approval to be happy in life.  Matthew 5:10



2.
Encouragement:  Please God before you try to please others.


D.
Remain faithful to God. 1 Peter 4:17-19



1.
Insight: God is more concerned about your character than your comfort.



2
Encouragement:  Embrace God’s promises.

Prayer
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