Message





Passing the Test – the 3rd in the series 









 HOPE TO COPE – a study of I Peter

Introduction



A.
Video: A scene from I Am Legend. (2007)



1.
Reflection: What’s your attitude when you face personal trials or tragedy? 




2.
Concern:  A wrong attitude about your struggles can causes all sorts of problems. 



B.
Today’s focus: 
The purpose of these troubles is to test your faith 








as fire tests how genuine gold is. 1 Peter 1:7 




This section of 1 Peter describes how to PASS the TEST. I Peter 1:6-12  (GW)


Perspective; Trials are inevitable and indiscriminate, but temporary. v. 6



1.
Fact: The problem itself is not the problem; 





    your reaction should be your primary concern.






2.
Faith act:
Take an eternal view of your struggle. 



Assignment; Gain Christ-like character through your troubles.  v. 7




1.
Fact: 
Most people don't change when they see the light;






they change when they feel the heat. 



2.
Faith act:
Examine what God wants to teach you 







and/or where God wants to lead you.







 


Safeguard; God is with you in your suffering.  vs. 8-9



1.
Fact: Faith looks to the unseen to cope with the unbearable.



2.
Faith act:
Seek God’s presence in your struggle.


Stimulant; Look to the example of the tested. vs. 10-12




1.
Fact:
God does not want you facing your trials alone. 



2.
Faith act:
Turn to people who know Jesus.

Prayer
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