Encouragement for the Discouraged – the 2nd 
in the series HOPE TO COPE – a study of I Peter
I Peter 1:1-5

Introduction



A
Video: a scene from We Are Marshall (2007)


B.
Observation: We all struggle with circumstances and events that dampen our spirits.



1.
Fact: 
Discouragement sidetracks us from really living.  




2.
Fact:
Discouragement makes us vulnerable to temptation.  



3.
Fact:
Discouragement is of our own making. 



4.
Fact:
Discouragement reveals things we need to change.  

Peter writes, “When you’re disheartened, focus upon this HOPE:”


Heritage: God has made you part of His family.    vs. 1-2a, 4



1.
Implication: 
By Christ you receive the blessings of family. 



2.
Cheer up:   No matter what happens, God will always love you. 



Outlook: God shows you mercy throughout your life.  v. 2b



1.
Implication: 
In Christ you receive what you need instead of what you deserve. 



2.
Cheer up:   No matter what happens, God will bring you His peace.



Promise: God has secured eternal life for you.  vs .3-4



1.
Implication:  With Christ you have a salvation guarantee.  




2.
Cheer up:  No matter what happens, God will never disown you.


Expectation: God gives you His protection.  v.5
 


1.
Implication: Through Christ you receive God’s power in your problems.




2.
Cheer Up:  No matter what happens, God will lead you to victory.





Prayer    
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