Control the Desire To Acquire - the 9th in the series 
FAMILY TIES - a study of the 10 Commandments


Introduction



A.
Commandment 9-10: You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall 



not covet your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or  maidservant, his 



ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.  Ex. 20:17 (NIV) 




B.
Principle: This commandment deals with an out of control desire to acquire.




1.
Warning:  Coveting causes worry, fatigue, depression, envy, and conflict.




2.
Insight:  Coveting is the starting point for many other sins.


Scripture tells you how to CONTROL your desire to acquire.


Crave those things that are eternal. 2 Cor. 4:18



1
Warning:  Don’t confuse making a living and making a life.




2
Encouragement:
 Focus your attention upon things that last.


Organize your priorities daily. Lk. 12:15         
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1.
Warning: 
Coveting is a subtle disease.




2.
Encouragement:  Discern between the trivial and the significant.

Nullify any comparisons with others.  2 Cor. 10:12



1.
Insight:  Comparing leads to pride or discouragement.



2.
Encouragement:  Appreciate what you have. 



Think about your own uniqueness.   Ps. 139: 13




1.
Warning:  A self-image problem is often the root of envy.



2.  Encouragement: Be faithful to the way God made you. 



Rejoice with other people’s good fortunes. Rom 12:15; 





1.
Warning:   Don’t be confused; we are to love people and use things. 




2.  Encouragement:  Center your thoughts on the ways God is blessing others. 



Offer God praise for what you have.   Eccl. 6:9


1.
Warning:  Watch out for “if only” kind of thinking.


2.  Encouragement:  Remember that God gives you all that you need.


Look to deepen your relationship with God.  Matt 6:33



1.
Insight: Too many people are looking for fulfillment in all the wrong places. 



2.
Encouragement: Allow God to be the center of your life.  


Prayer 
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