Watch Your Mouth - the 8th in the series 

FAMILY TIES - a study of the 10 Commandments

Introduction


A.
Fact:
It’s sad but true; people are naturally dishonest.



1.
Action: They gossip by repeating private information about others.  Pr 26:22      



2.
Action: They slander by making false statements about others. Pr. 10:10

B.
God’s Word: You shall not give false 






  testimony against your neighbors. Ex. 20: 16





1. 
Principle:  We are to tell the truth to people about people.



2. 
Insight:  We need to speak that truth in a spirit of love.     

Scripture tells how to WATCH your MOUTH:

Weigh what is found in your heart.  Matt.12:34


1.
Question:
 Do your fears, anger, or pride lead you to gossip or slander?



2.
Action:  Manage your faults rather than talking about the faults of others.


Aim to have Godly thoughts about others. Col. 3:2



1.
Question: Would you rather hear /share good or bad thoughts about people?



2.
Action: Opt to focus upon the best in people and forget the rest.


Take a stand against gossip and slander.  Pr. 11: 13


1.
Question: Are you willing to be identified as the source of a story?



2.
Action:  Unmask the gossip game; break the gossip chain.


Communicate to build others up rather than tearing them down.  Eph. 5: 25


1.
Question: Do you THINK before you speak?



2.
Action: Think: Are my words Truthful? Helpful? Inspiring? Necessary? Kind?                 


Have Jesus at the center of your heart.  Eph 4:15



1.
Question:  Is what I say Christ-driven? 


2.
Action:  Hold out Jesus when you speak.
Prayer 
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