Mary:  Courage Required - the 2nd  
in the series EXPERIENCES WITH GOD 
Luke 1:26-38

Introduction



A.
Video:

“I’m Afraid,” a scene from The Nativity Story



1.
Observation:
Fear is often a logical reaction to most challenges we face.   



2.
Warning:
Fear can make us cynical or obstinate; it often controls us.


B.
Insight:  God chose an ordinary girl to be used in an extraordinary way.  



1.
Observation:  Mary had many fears but she was not controlled by them.



2.
Observation:
Mary was a normal girl who had amazing courage. 


Mary’s behavior shows us that to be used by God requires a…    



A.
Desire to do His will.   Lk. 1:46-48 (NCV); Matt. 6:33



1.
Insight:  Longing to do God’s will requires enthusiasm and humility.




2.  Step: 
Aspire to be used by God; you’ll discover greater purpose for life. 



B.
Determination to pay the price. Lk. 1: 38; Lk.14:27-28 (LB)



1.
Insight:   Commitment shapes life. What you commit to, you will be




2.
Step:  Commit yourself to God; you’ll develop deeper character.


C.
Decision to trust God. Lk 1:34-35, 37 (LB);  Lk 18:27; Eph.3: 20




1. 
Insight:  Courage is the act of moving ahead of fears by faith.



2.
Step:  Trust that God knows best; you’ll do greater things for Him. 

Prayer
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