






Words of Mercy
- The 1st in the series Cross Words - 
Reflections on the Seven Last Words of Jesus


Introduction


A.
First  word: "Father, forgive them, they know not what they do." Lk. 23:34



B.
Fact: 
Offering forgiveness to those who sin against us is a huge challenge.



1.
Clarification: Forgiveness of others does not mean we…





a.
Set conditions.





b.
Minimize the seriousness of the offense.





c.
Resume a relationship without changes.





d.
Forget what has happened.


2.
Reality: Forgiveness is doing for others what Jesus did for us. 2 Pt. 2:1, 20-24


 [image: image1.wmf]When people sin against you, show them MERCY.
Model Jesus’ reaction.   Eph. 4:32 (NIV)




1
Clarification: Sharing forgiveness is not the act of reconciliation.





a
Insight: Forgiveness is an act of grace; 




b
Insight:   Trust is something the sinner must earn.






2.
Encouragement: Focus upon how much grace you have received. 

Eliminate the urge to get even.     Romans. 12:19 (LB)




1.
Fact: Giving your forgiveness to them is not an act of fairness. 

a.
Insight: Forgiveness does not always remove the consequences of sin.





b.
Insight:  Yet, it is God's job to settle the score.




2
Encouragement: Trust God to deal with unrighteousness in His wise way.   

Repeat your acts of forgiveness.      Matt.18:21-22; 



1.
Fact: Our measure of forgiveness ought to be limitless.  




 2
Encouragement: Resentment makes you miserable, so forgiving others 








    is for your own benefit.


Counteract their evil with your good.  Lk 6:27-28




1.
Fact: 
Understand that hurt people hurt people.

2.
Encouragement:  Respond to hurt with goodness; it breaks the cycle of pain.




Yearn to love like God.    Eph. 3:19 NIV  




1.
Fact:  The secret to acting with mercy is God’s love. 




2.
Encouragement:  Take the steps to be more in step 









 with Jesus’ kind of loving.


Prayer 
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